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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To pick oiit an address of high reliability by dividing a light receiving part into 
two light receiving ereas and taking out the difference sigr\al and the sum signal of the 
outputs of the respective light receiving areas. 

CONSTITUTION: When a pre-pit part is irradiated with a laser beam from a laser diode, 
the polarizing plane of its reflected light beam is rotated, not only the received light amount 
of a whole photodiode 11 is changed according to an address pattern but also a difference 
between the outputs of the respective ligfit receiving areas 1 1a, 1 1 b of the diode 1 1 is 
generated. Thus, a difference signal S1 and a sum signal 82 are inputted to an address 
detecting pan 14 and a data detecting part 15, respectively. On the other hand, the 
polarizing plane of a reflected beam from a data part does not change, only the Hght 
receiving amount In the whole diode 1 1 changes according to the data pattern and no 
difference between the outputs of areas 1 1 a and 1 1 b are generated. Consequently, when 
the diode 1 1 receives the faser beam reflected from the data part, only the sum signal S2 
is inputted to the detecting part 15 and the difference signal SI is not inputted to the 
detecting part 14, 
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